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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
I wish to take this opportunity to thank all of you 
for the outstanding work our lodges have done 
for our fraternal programs and charities. 
 
Membership is very much a critical issue in our 
Order and especially in Louisiana.  For those 
lodges with a plus, keep up the good work.  For 
those with a loss, please continue to strive to 
keep the members you have as well as seeking 
new ones. 
 
Fortunately, we have survived another Hurricane 
Season without major damage to any of our 
Lodges.  To those members who suffered 
individual property losses, I continue to wish you 
well. 
 
Your State Officers and LEA and LEF Trustees 
have been working hard to ensure our financial 
future.  In October, they chose Iberia Financial 
Services, LLC to be our financial advisor and 
Iberia Bank for our banking needs.  This 
unification of services hopefully will lead us 
wisely into the coming years. 
 
Please be reminded that the April convention is 
closed than you think.  Please begin to make 
your plans to attend as this will be our first year 
at the new location, the Radisson New Orleans 
Airport in Kenner.  Hope to see you there. 
 
Best wishes and May God bless you and yours 
during this Holiday Season. 
 
Fraternally yours, 
 
William Boudreaux, State President 

 
�

LODGE MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 
 

You have three months left in this Elk 
Year.  Please work with your lapsation 

committee  
on delinquent members so all lodges can 
have + 1 in membership April 1, 2009�

�
�
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S.D.G.E.R. MESSAGE 
 
Members, 
 
Sue and I hope that all of you and your families 
had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
As we enter into the final three months of our 
2008/2009 Elks year, let’s not forget the many 
important things we have left to do.  Since we 
will not have a District Deputy Clinic in January, 
ERs it is your responsibility to see that your 
lodges accomplishes the many tasks that are left. 
 
In January, all Lodge Trustees and ERs should 
meet with all of the Elks who are being 
considered to be nominated as new officers and 
leaders of the lodge for the year of 2009/2010.  
When meeting with them, please make sure that 
they are not only dedicated Elks, but are willing 
to spend the extra time that will be expected of 
them to help the lodge accomplish all of the 
goals that will be set by the new ER to assure 
that it will have a successful year. 
 
In February, all lodges must hold nomination of 
officers at its first regular meeting and election 
of them at the second regular meeting.  Lodges 
must follow the procedures that are outlined in 
GL Annotated Statutes Section 3.080 
Nominations and 3.090 Elections. 
 
February 16 is the 140th birthday of our order 
and I urge all lodges to hold a birthday 
celebration to commemorate it. 
 
Auditing Committees should have already 
started getting the financial records for the 
2008/2009 year ready to turn over to the lodge’s 
accountant so they can have the Audit Report 
ready to be mailed by June 30, 2009. 
 
ER’s all of you received at the ER luncheon in 
Anaheim, CA, a copy of the GL Activities 
Program listing all of the GL contests and dates 
that they must be turned in, that all lodges are 
eligible to enter for the year of 2008/2009. 
Continued on page 4 

�
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S.D.G.E.R. MESSAGE continued from page 3 
I hope that all of you have already started 
working on them, if not, you should start now.  
In case you have lost the ER organizational flow 
chart listing all contest and dates, I will have 
Buddy Hartle insert one in this LEA Newsletter 
(see pages 16 & 17). 
 
On March 28, 2009, A District Deputy Clinic 
will be held at Opelousas Elks Lodge #1048 
starting at 10:00 AM.  All officers and trustees 
are required by Honorable Charles F. Williams, 
PGER, and LEA State Sponsor to attend it.  If 
you are unable to attend, you must notify Terry 
Bruno, DDGER, in writing the reason you 
cannot attend prior to the day of the Clinic. 
 
Finally, there is still time for the Lapsation 
Committee to contact all members who are still 
in arrears on their dues and to convince them to 
pay them so they can retain their membership in 
the greatest fraternal organization on the earth 
the, B.P.O. ELKS.   
 
I also want to remind everyone that the LEA 
State Convention will be held on April 17, 18 
and 19, 2009 and the location has been moved to 
the Radisson New Orleans Airport Hotel in 
Kenner, LA.  Buddy has listed all of the 
information in this newsletter and I will send the 
information to all Lodge Secretaries again at the 
end of January.  The members of New Orleans 
Lodge #30 have already started working on it, so 
please mark the dates on your calendar and plan 
on attending it, as a good time will be had by all. 
 
Have a Great Day! 
Richard F. Conran, SDGER-LA 
 
SECRETARY’S MESSAGE  
 
Happy New Year, 
 
A reminder that there will be no January District 
Deputy clinic, but the LEA and LEF Trustees 
will meet at the Opelousas Lodge on January 24, 
2009 at 10:00 AM.  This meeting is to review the 
investment of funds and banking with Iberia 
Bank and Iberia Financial Services, LLC and to 
have a policy writing session with advisor Joe 

                                                                               �

Bearreca.  The LEA District Advisory 
Committee will also meet to discuss and 
recommend a propose District Deputy from the 
West.  The LEA/PSP Advisory Committee also 
needs to meet and discuss the elevation of the 
President-Elect to President, recommend a Vice-
President East and any other business that needs 
to be discussed.  Please plan to stay for lunch by 
Lindsey Lee at the lodge. 
 
The Jennings Southwest Louisiana War Home 
veterans thanked the LEA for the Christmas 
presents in the form of Cyprus lawn furniture.  
These items were purchased with money 
allocated by the LEA.  The veterans plan to get 
many hours of outside use on the furniture. 
 
We look forward to seeing al of you in Portland 
this summer.  The Grand Lodge Convention is 
July5th to 9th, 2009.  Louisiana and Arkansas are 
the only two states scheduled for the Paramount 
Hotel located at 808 S.W. Taylor Street, 
Portland, OR, 97205.  It is across the river and 2 
miles (15 minute drive) from the convention 
center.  Room rates are $109/night plus 12.5% 
tax ($122.63).  Valet parking is $28/night.  The 
hotel website is: www.portlandparamount.com.  
Texas will be staying at the Courtyard by 
Marriott Downtown Lloyd Center and New 
Mexico will be at the Portland Marriott 
Downtown Waterfront.  It looks like bus rides 
for us this convention.  Gateway Lodge #2411 in 
Portland has extended an invitation to us to visit 
them during the convention.  There e-mail 
address is: www.gatewayelks.com. 
 
Our LEA State Convention hosted by New 
Orleans Lodge #30 will be at the Radisson in 
Kenner, April 17-19th.  Their auxiliary is 
planning a nice luncheon for the visiting ladies 
and it will be a nice time for all. 
 
Please remember to visit our L.E.A. website at 
laelks.com and our Grand Lodge Website at 
http://www.elks.org.  Registration is very easy if 
you have not done so already.  Just follow the 
directions and see. 
 
May God Bless each and every one of you—
Happy New Year!  Wm. Brice Palmer, Secretary 
 
���



D.D.G.E.R. MESSAGE  
 
On behalf of my Auditor Buddy Hartle, Walter 
Smith, Jr. my Esquire, and myself thanks to all 
of the Louisiana lodges for the extraordinary 
hospitality exhibited during our visits.  Besides 
the social aspects of the District Deputy’s visit 
and review, the intention is to give lodge officers 
the opportunity to assess their business 
operations.  It is a time to take a look at where 
they are and what they would like to achieve.  
No doubt there is a lot of good work being done 
through Elkdom here in our great state. 
 
As the new year of 2009 arrives, our Elk year is 
quickly drawing to a close.  Elections of officers 
are an important event in each lodge.  Current 
and past officers should advise those members 
that are seeking leadership roles, the duties and 
responsibilities that accompany the positions. 
 
You are reminded of the next District Deputy 
Clinic to be held at the Opelousas Lodge #1048 
on Saturday, March 28, 2009.  It is important 
that all elected officers are required to attend so 
please begin your planning now. 
 
Vicki and I hope that you had a very Merry 
Christmas, and wish all a very healthy and 
prosperous New Year.  We are looking forward 
to seeing many of you at the LEA State 
Convention. 
 
Terry Bruno, DDGER-LA 
 

GRAND LODGE 
CONVENTION SCHEDULE 

 
Portland, Oregon July 5-9, 2009 
 
Orlando, Florida July 4-8, 2010 
 
Phoenix, Arizona July 10-14, 2011 
 
Austin Texas, July 1-5, 2012 
 
Reno, Nevada, July 14-18, 2013 
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LETTER FROM IRS 
                                       

Many Lodges are receiving inquiries from the 
Internal Revenue Service.  Upon receipt of this 
letter, contact your State Sponsor, Area 
Committeeman or Auditing/Accounting and the 
Office of the Grand Secretary.  Grand Lodge Staff 
will send out the documents that allow our 
Organization to operate as a 501c (8) not for 
profit.  UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES are you 
to change from a 501 c (8) to a 501 c (10) 
operation.  This is not for an individual 
Subordinate Lodge or the Lodge’s accountant to 
decide.  Do not try handling this on your own.  
Contact those listed above. 
 
MEMBER BENEFITS  
 
As the New Year begins, we would like to 
announce the new “Member Benefits” program 
located on our Elks.Org Web site.  Available at 
your fingertips are the following offerings:  
GMAC Auto and Life Insurance, LifeLock 
Identity Protection program, Life Line Health 
Screening service, tour/vacation planning center, 
wireless phone sales center, prescription savings 
card promotion and a 48 HourPrint.com printing 
center.  Please stop by the Elks.Org Web site and 
check into using any and all of the listed “Member 
Benefits.” 
 
Many of you have received mailers pertaining to 
some of the products listed above.  Be advised that 
you are under no obligation to participate, but we 
ask that you consider using the products. 
 
Bryan R. Klatt 
Grand Secretary 
 

ELROY SALUTES MEDICAL 
PROFESSION 

 
New Orleans Lodge 30 is proud to announce that 
Elroy the Elk will be dressed as a medical 
technician for Mardi Gras 2009.  If any lodge 
needs Elroy’s for their Drug Awareness Program, 
please contact the lodge or Buddy Hartle. 
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GRAND LODGE CORNER:  
 
Stray Elks: Source of new Members by Peter 
K. Gillespie. 
 
It’s nearly 11 months into the Elks’ year.  The 
Lodge Membership Program is not on schedule to 
meet the goal set for recruiting new Members.  
The Lapsation Committee has used nearly every 
means available to get delinquents’ dues current. 
 
Maybe it’s time to take a look at using the Stray 
Elks Program.  A Stray Elk is a paid up Member 
of another Lodge who lives within the jurisdiction 
of your Lodge.  The Grand Lodge Membership 
Committee sends an updated list of all the Stray 
Elks to each Lodge twice a year.  The list contains 
the Stray Elk’s name, current address and phone 
number. 
 
The Lodge Secretary can also request a current list 
by contacting the grand Secretary’s office. 
 
The purpose of the Stray Elks Program is to 
welcome Stray Elks into a Lodge near their new 
home and thereby encourage them to remain 
active in the Order.  At the same time Stray Elks 
can be a source of additional Members for the 
Lodge when they transfer their membership.  Even 
if they elect not to transfer their membership, a 
Stray Elk can be a great contributor to the Lodge’s 
success as they use the club facilities, accept offers 
to assist with the charitable programs, or 
participation in Lodge events. 
 
Even if the Lodge Membership program is on 
schedule to realize a + 1 gain, it is suggested that it 
use the Stray Elks Program to show the Elks who 
moved into the Lodge jurisdiction that the bond of 
Elkdom transcends a specific location and the Elks 
are still there for them. 
 
Contact the Stray Elks residing in your 
jurisdiction.  Offer each the opportunity to transfer 
to your Lodge but also let them know they are 
welcomed to use the facilities of the Lodge and to 
participate in its functions.  Contact by phone is 
best.  Follow up with a warm welcome letter.  Ask 
them to visit the Lodge.  Don’t forget to tell old 
timers they can now transfer their Life 
Membership. 
 

Contact a member of your State Association or the 
Grand Lodge Membership Team for additional 
information or assistance in taking advantage of 
the Stray Elks Program to grow Elkdom in the 
Lodge service area. 
 
Time to prepare order for membership cards: 
 
Lodges should have received their order form for 
the 2009-2010 membership cards, with the same 
format options for the various types of cards as 
last year.  The size and appearance of the cards 
will not be changed except for the annual color 
change to light blue for 2009-2010. 
 
To understand exactly what is available, please 
read the accompanying instructions before placing 
the order.  If you are still unsure, contact the 
Membership Card Hotline at (773)755-4748 for 
information.  (Please note: Membership card 
orders cannot be taken over the telephone.)  
Printing of the 3 million-plus cards is now in 
progress, with orders handled first-come, first 
served. 
 
If your Lodge doesn’t order cards by February 
2009, we will have no choice but to force an order 
for you. 
 
Assistance for worthy and needy Member: 
 
Grand Lodge Statutes Section 5.070 states that the 
Order will provide up to $10,000 annually for the 
assistance of worthy and needy Members of the 
Order who are suffering from diseases of incurable 
character or from total disability, and who are 
without funds for them.  Any Member who meets 
those qualifications may apply for assistance. 
 
Any Member who desires to apply, or another 
Member on his/her behalf, should submit an 
application to his/her Subordinate Lodge by letter 
setting forth request for this assistance, and 
providing details to show qualification.  The 
Sickness and Distress Committee of the Lodge 
will examine the applications and facts to confirm 
qualification, and if found to exist, forward the 
request to the Grand Exalted Ruler with 
recommendation. 
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GRAND LODGE CORNER  continued : 
 
Student/Veteran Volunteer Program by Earl 
E. Cavanagh. 
 
“America’s youth giving back to the community 
and our Veterans.”  What better way describes 
this program? 
 
As Elks we are aware of the numerous Youth 
Programs that we provide.  This program asks 
our youth to give back to our communities and to 
Veterans who have sacrificed so much that we 
may enjoy the freedom we have today. 
 
The Elks National Veterans Service Commission 
and the Grand Lodge Youth Activities 
Chairman, District Veterans Service and Youth 
Activities Chairman, Veterans Administration 
Voluntary Services Representatives and their 
Deputies, the Elks National Veterans Service 
Commission and the Grand Lodge Youth 
Activities Committee. 
 
Steps to implementing this program can be found 
in the Elks National Veterans Service 
Commission Manual (code 513500) and Youth 
Activities Committee Manual (Code 512100).  
Information is also available at 
www.elks.org/vets. Success of this program 
begins with Lodge Members volunteering with 
youth to bring comfort to area veterans. 
 
The late Director of the National Veterans 
Service Commission Michael F. Manning was 
instrumental in establishing this program and 
worked tirelessly for our Veterans.  What greater 
tribute can we do for this great Elk than to ensure 
the continued success of this program? 
 
With the increasing number of Veterans, we 
must provide the care they deserve for the 
sacrifices they made for our freedoms.  
Remember our pledge, “So long as there are 
Veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks will never forget them.” 
 
From the Elks National Veterans Service 
Commission manual, “You are urged to institute 
this program in your local Lodge in partnership 
with your local schools as quickly as possible.  

Every minute you delay is a minute lost in 
developing a healthy community service attitude 
in our youth along with serving our Veterans.” 
 
When presenting this program to students, Lodge 
Chairman need to remind them that their service 
will be credited as “Community Service,” which 
is now a requirement to graduate from high 
school.  Students benefit from volunteering but 
Veterans are receiving the attention they deserve. 
 
Last year 168 Lodges returned the 
Student/Veterans Volunteer Survey Form and 85 
of those reporting had activities involving 3,127 
youth working but we need to escalate our 
efforts to involve more students.  Ask your 
Lodge Chairperson what is being done and can 
they do more. 
 
Youth, our future by Kevin L. Entze 
How important are positive activities for our 
youth?  Research has shown that the more active 
our children are, the less chance that they will 
become involved in illegal activities. 
 
As a retired police officer and now a security 
specialist in a high school, I have seen firsthand 
how true this is.  That is why it is so important 
for us as Elks to promote our Grand Lodge 
Youth Activities programs and those of our 
Lodges and State Associations. 
 
Programs such as Scouting, Dictionary Project, 
Soccer Shoot, Junior Golf, Student of the 
Month/Year, and Antlers, to mention a few, help 
you form a great foundation for your Lodge’s 
Youth Activities.  The contests sponsored by the 
Grand Lodge Youth Activities Committee- Best 
Lodges/State Brochure contest, Junior Golf 
Brochure contest, the National Youth Week 
contest and the new Soccer Shoot Brochure 
contest ---are then a great way to highlight what 
your Lodge or State Association has 
accomplished. 
 
The eight members of the Grand Lodge Youth 
Activities Committee stand ready to assist you in 
any way we can.  All you have to do is ask.  It is 
important for all of us to work together for “Our 
Youth, Our Future.”   
�
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GRAND LODGE CORNER  continued : 
 
Antlers continue to grow by Otto G. Sayles 
 
What a great time for Elkdom as more and more 
young people are introduced to our programs, 
values and beliefs through the growth of the 
Antlers program.  A great service to our country 
and to our Order is being provided by those 
Lodges that participate. 
 
Our responsibility is to provide our youth with 
wholesome alternatives to the distractions and 
perils during idle time out-of-school.  As adults 
we should cherish the opportunity to influence 
young people positively so that they may lead 
more fruitful adult lives.  Support your Lodge 
Members who give their time and efforts for this 
program.  Be a friend and example to these 
young citizens and potential Elks.  We must 
guide our most precious asset, our youth. 
 
In the last 28 months there have been more that 
1,026 “hits” on the Antlers icon on the Grand 
Lodge Web site from Elks seeking information 
about the Antlers.  All inquiries have been 
answered with an attachment directing them on 
how to get started and providing sources of 
successful programs that are willing to help them 
in their quest for information.  The interest has 
been overwhelming. 
 
Starting with the 2007 District Deputy grand 
Exalted Ruler Report, Line Item “U” was added, 
asking: Does Lodge participate in the Antlers 
Program? (Article III, Section 18).  As soon as 
this information is available it will be distributed 
to those requesting it so that new Lodges may 
interact with successful programs. 
 
What better way to bring new, like-minded 
Americans into our Order as they become of 
age?  BE THERE FOR THE KIDS.  
 

FEBRUARY 16 WILL BE THE 140 TH 
BIRTHDAY OF OUR GREAT 

ORDER.  PLEASE MAKE PLANS TO 
CELEBRATE THIS GREAT DAY AT 

YOUR LODGE. 
 

 

LOUISIANA ELKS ASSOCIATION  
STATE CONVENTION  

 
The 73rd convention of the Louisiana Elks 
Association will be held on April 17-19, 2009 at 
the Radisson New Orleans Airport Hotel in 
Kenner, Louisiana. 
 
The Radisson New Orleans Airport Hotel will 
provide lodging for our out of town members.  The 
hotel is located at 2150 Veterans Boulevard (near 
the intersection of Williams Boulevard and 
Veterans Boulevard) in Kenner.  The room rate is 
$89.00 per night.  To make reservations contact 
the hotel at 504-467-3111. 
 
New Orleans Lodge 30, our host lodge, will 
sponsor the Friday Night Social.  The lodge chefs 
are finalizing their menu for the dinner on Friday 
night.  Once completed, an e-mail announcing the 
menu will be sent to all Exalted Rulers.  
Immediately following dinner, “Tommy the DJ” 
will play your favorite songs for you to dance the 
night away.  On Saturday night following the 
banquet, the “One Man Band” will play for the 
dance. 
 
Individual and Group registration forms for the 
convention are located on pages 14 & 15 
 
12 QUALITIES OF A GOOD LEADER  
1. Sets a good example! 
2. Gets results through other people! 
3. Treats everyone as an individual!  Lets them 

know they are important! 
4. Suggest or requests rather than commands! 
5. Asks questions before reprimanding and 

criticizes in private! 
6. Leads rather than bosses! 
7. Give credit where credit is due! 
8. Welcomes suggestions for improvement! 
9. Explains why—lets people know in advance 

about changes that affect them! 
10. Lets people know how they stand—suggests 

ways to improve! 
11. Praises GOOD rather that criticizes BAD! 
12. Keeps all promises! 
Reprinted from Iowa Elks State Bulletin 
 

�  
 



THE ELKS GOVERNMENT 
RELATIONS REPORT  
Veterans’ Stories Opportunity to Bridge 
Generation Gap: 
 
When older veterans tell their personal stories of 
wartime service, it often gives them a link with 
younger members of the lodge.  And Elks are 
providing a great public service in recording 
these stories, making sure their sacrifice is 
remembered. 
 
The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks is a 
national partner with the Veterans History 
Project, a program authorized by Congress in 
2000 to collect first-hand accounts of the 
veterans of the two World Wars, the cold war, 
Korea, Vietnam, the Gulf War, and the current 
conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.  In addition, 
U.S. citizen civilians who were actively involved 
in supporting war efforts (such as war industry 
workers, USO workers, flight instructors and 
medical volunteers) are also invited to share their 
valuable stories. 
 
Raleigh Lodge No. 735 has recorded the stories 
of 204 veterans from all military campaigns and 
is recruiting other lodges in the state to join in 
the effort.  Each month the lodge sets aside time 
on a Saturday afternoon when veterans are 
invited to come and talk about their military 
service.  Interviews are recorded on DVDs and 
copies are provided to their families and to the 
Library of Congress, where the stories are 
transcribed and stored. 
 
The lodge also records stories at VA hospitals 
and is involving high school students in the 
program.  If you want to know more about how 
the project works at the Raleigh lodge, contact 
Dean Kenny at (919) 954-9782, or 
skipperkenny@yahoo.com.  The Library of 
Congress offers full background information on 
the American History Project, including 
guidelines and downloadable field kits for 
interviewing.  Go to www.loc.gov/vets/ 
 
ALL LODGES ARE TO HOLD 
NOMINATIONS OF OFFICERS AT THE 
FIRST MEETING IN FEBRUARY AND 
ELECTION AT THE SECOND MEETING. 

 

REMEMBER OUR VETERANS 

 
ELKS NATIONAL VETERANS 

SERVICE COMMISSION 
 
Veterans Remembrance Report by Robert M. 
Hennings, Director: 
 
By the time you read this, each Lodge should 
have received a Veterans Remembrance Report 
Form.  It is on the greatest importance that all 
Lodges file this report.  We know you do the 
work, so please take the time to record your 
efforts and get credit!! 
 
The names of the NVSC State Chairmen whose 
States have 100% participation as well as the 
District Deputies whose Districts have 100% 
participation will be listed on a special Honor 
Roll to be published in the Elks Magazine. 
 
I ask each Lodge Veterans Service Chairman to 
take a few moments to fill out this form.  You 
might even want to do this with your Exalted 
Ruler and Lodge Secretary to make sure you are 
providing all information regarding Lodge 
activities for our Veterans on this report. 
 
All reports cover your Lodge’s Veterans 
activities during the calendar year from January 
1, 2008 through December 31, 2008.  THESE 
REPORTS MUST BE IN THE HANDS OF 
YOUR DISTRICT DEPUTY NO LATER 
THAN JANUARY 15, 2009. 
 
If you have misplaced your Veterans 
Remembrance Report, or never received a copy, 
contact your District Deputy, he or she has extra 
copies.  You can also call the elks National 
Veterans Service Commission office in Chicago 
at (773) 755-4736.  We will be happy to send 
you another one. 
 
Thank you for all that you do for our nation’s 
Veterans.  Your unselfish efforts on their behalf 
and your compassion and caring manner enhance 
their level of comfort and gives added dignity to 
the lives of these deserving defenders of 
freedom. 
 
��  



ELKS NATIONAL VETERANS 
SERVICE COMMISSION-continued 

 
Our Homeless Veterans by Art “RT” Mayer, 
PGER. 
 
America’s homeless Veterans have served in 
World War II, Korean War, Cold War, Vietnam 
War, Grenada, Panama, Lebanon, Operation 
Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan), Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, of the military’s anti-drug 
cultivation efforts n South America.  Forty-seven 
percent of homeless Veterans served during the 
Vietnam Era.  More than 67% served our country 
for at least three years and 33% were stationed in 
a war zone. 
 
Although accurate numbers are impossible to 
come by – no one keeps national records on 
homeless Veterans – the VA estimates that 
nearly 200,000 Veterans are homeless on any 
given night and nearly 400,000 experience 
homelessness over the course of a year.  
Conservatively, one out of every three homeless 
who are sleeping in a doorway, alley or a box in 
our cities and rural communities, has put on a 
uniform and served this country and account for 
23% of all homeless people in America. 
 
With an estimated 400,000 Veterans homeless at 
some time during the year, the VA reaches only 
25% of those in need, leaving 300,000 Veterans 
who must seek assistance from local government 
agencies and service organizations in their 
communities. 
 
Each year, 2.3 million to 3.5 million people have 
experience homelessness in America.  By taking 
23% of that range of Veterans, that would 
indicate there are between 529,000 and 840,000 
Veterans who are homeless at some time during 
the year. 
 
What services do Veterans need? 
 
Veterans need a coordinated effort that provides 
secure housing and nutritional meals; essential 
physical health care, substance abuse aftercare, 
mental health counseling, personal development 
and empowerment, job assessment, training and 
placement assistance. 

What seems to work best? 
 
The most effective programs for homeless and 
at-risk Veterans are community-based, nonprofit 
groups of Veterans helping Veterans.  Because 
government money for homeless Veterans is 
currently limited and serves only one in 10 of 
those in need, it is critical that “WE, THE 
ELKS” reach out to help provide additional 
support, resources and opportunities. 
 
What can you do? 
 
Determine the need in your community.  Visit 
with homeless Veteran providers.  Contact your 
local mayor’s office for a list of providers. 
Involve others.  If you are not already part of an 
organization, pull together a few people who 
might be interested in attacking this issue. 
Participate in local homeless coalitions.  
Chances are there is one in your community.  If 
not, this may be the time to start bringing people 
together around this critical need. 
Send a financial donation to your local 
homeless Veteran provider. 
Contact your elected officials, and discuss what 
is being done in your community for Homeless 
Veterans. 

 
 
THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF 
 

NEW ORLEANS LODGE 30 
 

CORDIALLY INVITE YOU TO THE 
 

GRAND EXALTED RULERS 
 

MARDI GRAS BANQUET  
 

ON FEBRUARY 23, 2009 
 

COCKTAILS AT 6:00 P.M. 
 

DINNER SERVED AT 7:15 P.M. 
 

PLEASE CONTACT THE LODGE AT  
 504-888-8152 TO R.S.V.P. 
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ELKS NATIONAL FOUNDATION : 
 
ENF Celebrates Planned Giving Awareness 
Month:  
 
To familiarize Elks with planned giving methods 
and to promote the benefits of the John F. Malley 
Society, the elks National Foundation will 
celebrate Planned Giving Awareness Month in 
January.  Through planned gifts, friends of the 
ENF can leave behind a positive legacy while 
ensuring the Foundation’s future. 
 
An excellent resource for information about the 
Foundation’s planned giving program is the ENF 
planned giving website.  The site features donor 
stories, finance news, personalized presentations 
and gift calculators to show members the income 
and tax benefits they’ll receive through various 
planned giving vehicles.  Site visitors can also 
direct their financial advisors to a section designed 
especially for their profession.  Visit 
http://elks.giftlegacy.com to explore the benefits 
of making a planned gift. 
 
Another great resource, the ENF’s free planned 
giving e-newsletter, offers timely and up-to-date 
information about planned gift options.  Featuring 
news from Washington, gift stories, and finance 
news, the e-newsletter keeps donors informed 
about the latest relevant giving information.  To 
register for the e-newsletter, visit the planned 
giving website and select Donor E-Newsletter 
 
The ENF established the John F. Malley Society, 
named for the GER who first championed the idea 
of the Elks National Foundation, to recognize 
individuals who include the Foundation in their 
estate plans.  Today the society boasts 32 members 
who have named the Foundation as a beneficiary 
of their estate, or who have made lifetime gifts of 
stock, property or insurance. 
 
Benefits of joining the John F. Malley Society 
include a pin and an exclusive medallion.  Both 
the Foundation’s Annual Report and Heartbeat, 
the ENF donor newsletter, list the society 
member’s names during the year they join.  Their 
names are also shown in an online honor roll. 
 

If you would like more information on planned 
giving to the John F. Malley Society, or to inform 
the Foundation that you have made a planned gift, 
please contact Kate Keating Edsey at (773) 755-
4866 or KateE@elks.org. 
 
CURRENT-YEAR LODGE PER-
CAPITA DONATIONS  as of 12-17-2008 
 
RANK   LODGE                DONATIONS    PER-CAPITA 
 
 1.        New Orleans #30           $2,235.00            $9.511 
 2.        Slidell #2321                 $2, 063.49           $6.253 
 3.        Houma #1193                $   425.00            $4.521 
 4.        Opelousas #1048           $1,380.00            $4.299 
 5.        Plaquemine #1398         $   230.00            $4.182 
 6.        Baton Rouge #490         $   113.00            $2.173 
 7.        Shreveport #122             $   200.00            $0.289 
 8.       N.O. Westbank #2496     $      0.00             $0.000 
 9.       Donaldsonville #1153      $      0.00            $0.000 

 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Accident Prevention and Insurance: 
 
I attended the Grand Lodges Annual Meeting this 
past November.  The results of that meeting will 
be distributed in January at our joint trustee’s 
meeting.   
 
Chairman, Bill Boudreaux. 
 
Americanism: 
 
Time is getting short to get our schools to 
participate in our Grand Lodge Americanism 
Essay Contest.  Please make every effort to 
contact your local schools, if you have not already 
done so.  I am extending the Louisiana deadline to 
January 31, 2009.  Winning entries only should be 
in my hands by February 15, 2009 
 
Chairman, Ken Ledet 
 
����

COMMENTS MADE IN THE YEAR 1955! 
 
Have you seen the new cars coming out next year?  
It won’t be long before $2,000.00 will only buy a 
used one. 
 



COMMITTEE REPORTS continued : 
 
Hoop Shoot: 
 
By now, you should be finalizing your plans for 
your Lodge Hoop Shoot Tournament. 
 
The state tournament will be held at the 
Westminster Christian Academy in Opelousas on 
Saturday, March 7, 2009 
 
Chairman, Greg Taylor 
 
Public Relations: 
 
Several months ago, all Louisiana Lodges received 
a CD that contained several, 30 second, Public 
Service Announcements.  One of those 
announcements was for Hoop Shoot.  This would 
be a great time to take this CD to your local radio 
or television stations and have them play the 
Public Service Announcement for our upcoming 
Hoop Shoot contest. 
 
If any lodges are having problems getting articles 
printed in your local newsletter, please contact me.  
It is time to change our thinking on issuing a press 
release.  Newspapers are digital and expect to 
receive material press ready, in proper form and 
proper format.  Proper format means email.  I have 
some new guidelines that you can use to send your 
press releases via email. 
 
I want to remind all Public Relations Chairman 
that the Focus on the Community and Best Image 
of Elkdom entries are due February 1.  Also your 
third quarter public relations report is due March 
25. 
 
Chairman, Buddy Hartle 
 
LODGE NEWS:  
 
New Orleans Lodge 30: 
 
The lodge spearheaded a care package program for 
the troops.  They filled 56 individual care 
packages and donated the funds to ship the care 
packages overseas. These care packages filled with 
personal items and treats will go to soldiers whose 

names are submitted by their Chaplain or 
Commander. 
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They also adopted a family for Christmas and the 
members donated $800.00 to purchase Christmas 
gifts for this family of four. 
 
Upcoming events at the lodge will be Quiz Night 
on January 10, Bonco on January 25, and Grand 
Exalter Rulers Banquet on February 23.   
 
Also if you would like to view a Mardi Gras 
parade in Metairie, the Lodge reviewing stand will 
open on February 13.  Contact the lodge for 
additional details. 
 
Opelousas Lodge 1048 
 
Congratulations to the members of Opelousas 
Lodge 1048 on being a 2009 Impact Grant 
recipient.  The lodge will receive a grant award of 
$6,000.00 to support their project: The Building 
of our Youth. 
 
Houma Lodge 1193: 
 
The Lodge will sponsor their 2nd Annual Poker 
Run on April 4.  Contact the Lodge for additional 
details. 
 

THE BEST THING TO DO BEHIND A P PERSON’S 
BACK IS PAT IT  
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HISTORY OF THE ELEVEN 
O’CLOCK TOAST  

 
With many tales from Thespian lore 

We sip the merry cup between. 
And fancy, through clouds of smoke. 

See faces that we once have seen. 
But my heart grows lightest always when 

The glasses’ clinking sound 
Announces that it’s eleven o’clock, 

And the toast goes ‘round 
 

We all enjoy the jester’s joke, 
The comedian’s laughter and funny leer; 
And we laugh and clap at the funny things 

That on the state we see and hear. 
But nothing so affects my heart 

And makes it leap, with a bound. 
As when the clock eleven strikes 

And the toast goes ‘round 
 

There’s the music of the opera. 
The mazy music of the ball 

And the music of the bobolinks. 
The robins, mocking birds and all; 

But there’s nothing like the music of 
The glasses’ clinking sound. 

When we drink to all our absent friends 
When the toast goes ‘round 

 
And when we leave this jolly world. 
We’ll gaze from another with delight 

To see our brothers tip the cup 
AT eleven o’clock at night. 

And when the wine is sparkling most. 
And the music gives her sweetest sound. 

We’ll clink our glasses in response 
When the toast goes ‘round. 

 
To Our Absent Brothers. 

 
By Samuel E. Slinkard 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT IS AN ELK?  
 

What is an Elk?....Well, let me see 
 He’s a God-fearing, American gentleman 
With heart that’s light and free. 
A man who’s honest to the ground, 
Who spreads God’s sunshine all around. 
He’s one who always seeks a plan 
To help along his fellow man. 
Upon his heart our virtues stand. 
 
And that is an Elk. 
 
What is an Elk? A prince, I think. 
Oh, yes, he’ll sometimes take a drink, 

But when you’re down and out, my friends, 
There is the hand he always lends 
His heart is there, his purse is too. 
And always to his oath is true. 
He’s one, when life seems dark and drear. 
Will give you words of hope and cheer. 
 
And that is an Elk. 
 
What is an Elk?  When all is said, 
He soothes the sick and morns the dead 
He is now always blithe and gay. 
He knows there comes a time to pray.  
And when a member is called above, 
His grave is moist with tears of love. 
And as time goes, the page we scan, 
the world is better for this man….. 
 
And that is an Elk! 
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Louisiana Elks Association, Inc. 
 

73rd Annual State Convention – April 17 – 19, 2009 

 
   Radisson New Orleans Airport Hotel--Kenner, LA 

 
INDIVIDUAL REGISTRATION FORM 

  
Lodge Name and Number 

    $  
 Member Name                                                   Present Title or Highest Title Held 

  $  
 Spouse/Guest Name 

  $  
 Other Guest Name 
 
 �  Cash �  Check #  Total Paid $  
 

Make checks payable to Louisiana Elks Association.  Attach payment by paper clip to top of form. 
 
Will you attend Friday Night Social at New Orleans Lodge? Member ••••  Yes ••••  No 
(Tickets may be purchased at registration table or at door of lodge.) Spouse/Guest ••••  Yes ••••  No 
 
·  This form may be used either for pre-registration or for registration at the desk on convention dates.   

·  The lodge member registering as an individual (rather than as part of a lodge group registration) shall 
complete this form.  Include spouses and guests.   

·  Show member’s name and lodge title, as each is to appear on the convention badge, spouse/guest’s 
name, and applicable registration amounts on the line spaces provided. Due to limited space on 
name badge only your current title or highest title  you held will be placed on it. 

·  Convention registrations are $50/member, $50 Spouse /guest . Registration fees include the 
Saturday evening banquet meal and entertainment for members, spouses and guests and the 
Saturday mid-day brunch and entertainment for spouses and guests.   

·  A late registration fee of $5 per person applies af ter April 1, 2009. 

·  Show if the registrant and spouse/guest will attend the Friday Night Social at New Orleans Lodge by 
checking either Yes/No boxes above.  An advance count is needed for meal preparation, but pre-
payment is not required.  Tickets for the Friday Social may be purchased at the registration table 
when the packets are picked up or later at the door of the lodge.   

 
Mail pre-registrations NOT LATER THAN APRIL 1, 2009 to  
Richard M. Jones, 5018 Rosedown Lane, Bossier City,  LA 71112-4590. 

 
 
       ���



     Lodge Name and Number _______________  
 

 

Louisiana Elks Association, Inc. 
 

73rd Annual State Convention – April 16-19, 2009 
 

Radisson Hotel New Orleans Airport, Kenner, LA 
 

 

LODGE GROUP PRE-REGISTRATION FORM 
 
·  The Exalted Ruler (or designee) should submit a group pre-registration for lodge members, spouses and guests on this form.   
·  List the member’s name and lodge title as it is to appear on the convention badge, and spouse/guest’s name. Due to limited space on badge only current title 

or highest title held will be placed on it. 
·  Convention registrations are $50/member, $50 spouse/guest.  Registration fees include the Saturday evening banquet meal and entertainment for members, 

spouses and guests and the Saturday mid-day brunch and entertainment for spouses and guests.   
·  A late fee of $5 per person applies after April 1, 2009. Show the applicable registration amounts on the line subtotal space provided.   
·  Show if the registrant will attend the Friday Night Social at New Orleans Lodge by checking either the Yes or No boxes.  An advance count is needed for meal 

preparation, but pre-payment is not required at this time.  Tickets for the Friday Social may be purchased at the registration table when the packets are picked 
up or later at the door of the lodge.   

·  At the end of the form (on back), total the number of registrants and grand total the amount remitted with this form.   
·  Make all checks payable to Louisiana Elks Association.   

Mail NOT LATER THAN APRIL 1, 2009 to Richard M. Jones, 5018 Rosedown Lane, Bossier City, LA 71112-4590 
 
Registration Will Attend  Number of 
         Member & Current Title or Highest Title Held Spouse/Guest Line Subtotal Friday Night Social? Tickets Wanted 
 
1.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

2.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

3.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

4.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

5.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

6.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   
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7.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

8.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No                                                                                               

9.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

10.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

11.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

12.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

13.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

14.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

15.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

16.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

17.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

18.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

19.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

20.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

21.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

22.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

23.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

24.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

25.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

26.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

27.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

28.   @ $50   @ $50 $  •  Yes •  No   

Total number of Elks pre-registered:   x $50 = $  
 

Total number of Spouses/Guests pre-registered:   x $50 = $  
 

Grand Total Remitted $  Total Socials   
 
���  



 

G/L-LODGE  ACTIVITIES PROGRAM 2008-2009 

"Elks Care - Elks Share" 
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CONTESTS: 

Refer to Lodge Activities Brochure, Grand Lodge Program Booklet 2008-2009 for guidel ines, or contact.                             
Your State or District Lodge Activities Chairperson.  

Deadline: March 15 , 2009   All-Amer ican Lodge  Contest "A'  

ASSIGNED TO LODGE MEMBER     

Date mailed to District D eputy     

Deadline: March 15 , 2009   Community Servi ce/Image  Contest "B"  

ASSIGNED TO LODGE MEMBER     

Date mailed to: Larry S. Shaver, 2109 Park Avenue, Bedford, IN 47421-4044 -lshaver@indiana.edu   

Deadline : February 15 , 2009   Elks Memorial Servi ce  Program "C"  

ASSIGNED TO LODGE MEMBER     

Date mailed to: Milt on L. Swantz Jr ., 350 Keswick Ave. , Davenport, FL 33897-4801- psppfl@verizon.net  

Deadline: January 15 , 2009   Lodge Bulletin  Contest "D "  

ASSIGNED TO LODGE MEMBER     

Date mailed  to:    

 (Lodges under 701 Members): James A. Ferland, 7 Littlefield Trail, Sidney, ME 04330-2618 james.ferland@maine.gov 

(Lodges over 700 Members): Harry H . Hartl ey, P.O. Box 287, Condon, OR 97823-0287 - harry@jncable.com  

Deadline: Rec eived by March 31 , 2009   ENF Per Capita  Contests "E" & "G"  

ASSIGNED TO ELKS NATIONAL FOUNDATION LODGE CHAIRMAN   

Date last money mailed to National foundation     

Inquires mailed to: Gary T. Schenk, 7 Cromwell Court, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050-3176 - pres0607@ao!.com  

Deadline : Received by March 31 , 2009   Lodge Chairman Challenge  Contests "F" & "H"  

ASSIGNED TO ELKS NATIONAL FOUNDATION LODGE CHAIRMAN   

Date last money mailed to National Foundation     

Inquires mailed to: Elks National foundation, 2750 N. Lakeview Avenue, Chicago, IL 60614-1889 - enf@elks.org  

Deadline: March 15 , 2009   "Elk s Tr aining Program"   

ASSIGNED TO LODGE MEMBER     

Date mailed to: State Elks Training Chairman     

Inquires mailed to: Donald Sansoussi, 136 Lake Francis Drive, Lake Placid, FL 33852-9134 - donsan@htn.net  

Deadline : March 31 , 2009   " Citi zen of the Year Award "   

Each Lodge is encouraged to select and honor a "Citizen of the Year," not necessarily an Elk.   

MAIL REQUESTS FOR CERTIFICATE TO THE GRAND SECRETARY , 2750 N. Lakeview Ave., Chicago, IL 60614-1889  

Date mailed     



Deadline : March 31, 2009   "Elk of the Y ear"   

CANNOT be a Lodge Officer; only ONE can be chosen.    

MAIL REQUESTS FOR CERTIFICATE TO THE GRAND SECRETARY , 2750 N. Lakeview Ave., Chicago, IL 60614-1889  

Date mailed     

Deadline: March 31, 2009  " Offi cer of the Year"  

Must be a current Officer; only ONE Officer can be chosen.   

MAIL REQUESTS FOR CERTIFICATE TO THE GRAND SECRETARY, 2750 N. Lakeview Ave., Chicago, IL 60614-1889  

Date mailed   

Deadline: June 30, 2009  "GER Award Pins"  

Given for any combination of sponsoring of three (3) new Members or three (3) reinstatements.  

MAIL REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE & PIN TO THE GRAND SECRETARY, 2750 N. Lakeview Ave., Chicago, IL 60614-1889  

Date mailed   

Deadline: March 31, 2009  "GER Outstanding Service Award"  

Exalted Ruler should select two Members for outstanding service to their Lodge.  

MAIL REQUESTS TO AREA G/L-LODGE ACTIV ITIES/STATE ASSOCIATIONS COMMITTEEMAN .  

Date mailed   

Deadline: March 31, 2009  "GER SPECIAL CITATIONS"  

For Exalted Rulers meeting criteria in the 2008-2009 program.  

MAIL REQUESTS TO AREA G/L-LODGE ACTIV ITIES/STATE ASSOCIATIONS COMM ITTEEMAN .  

Date mailed   

Deadli ne: March 31, 2009  "GER SPECIAL CITATIONS"   

For Subordinate Lodges meeting criteria in the 2008-2009 program.  

MAIL REQUESTS TO AREA G/L-LODGE ACTIVITIES/STATE ASSOCIATIONS COMMIT TEEMAN.   

Date mailed   

GRAND LODGE-LODGE ACTIVITIES/STATE ASSOCIATIONS COM MITTEEEMEN  

Area #6  Fred W. Ruff, Chairman  3010 Primrose Drive, Scottsbluff, NE 69361-1438  f. ruff@charter.net  

Area #1  James A. Ferland  7 Littlefield Trail, Sidney, ME 04330-2618  james.ferland@maine.gov  

Area #2  Gary T. Schenk  7 Cromwell Court, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050-3176  pres0607@aol.com  

Area #3  Donald Sansoussi  136 Lake Francis Drive, Lake Placid, FL 33852-9134  donsan@htn.net  

Area #4  Larry S. Shaver  2109 Park Avenue, Bedford, IN 47421-4044  lshaver@indiana.edu  

Area #5  Milton L . Swantz Jr.  350 Keswick Avenue, Davenport, FL 33897-4801  psppfl@verizon.net  

Area #7  John G. Holt  4209 W. Magnolia Boulevard, Burbank, CA 91505-2726  johngholt@aol.com  

Area #8  Harry H. Hartley  P.O. Box 287, Condon, OR 97823-0287  harry@jncable.com  

Deadline: March 31, 2009   "GER SPECIAL CITAT ION"                                                       For 
Lodges with a Lapsation rate of 2% or less.                                                                                                               DETERMINATION 
WILL BE MADE BY GRAND SECRETARY FROM LODGE'S FINAL MEMBERSHIP REPORT.  

Date report sent in: __________________________ _  
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TO ALL OFFICERS/MEMBERS; 
 
If you have any suggestions for future articles or ideas to improve our state newsletter, please contact me at 504-615-
7921 or via e-mail kingjasonthe9th@hotmail.com 
 
Articles for the April newsletter are due by March 15, 2009    
 
Fraternally, 
 
Buddy Hartle 
Editor, “Les Nouvelle” 
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